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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 VIENTI 00563 I7I005Z 
ACTION ABE-0 1 

INFO OCT-OI EA-12 ISO-00 FSE-00 A-OI OPR-02 FRB-01 
TRSE-00 /018W 

I27I98 I7I038Z/I4 

P R 170940Z MAY 78 

FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 9276 

INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK PRIORITY 

AMCONSUL HONG KONG 

CINCPAC 

UNCLAS VIENTIANE 0563 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

BANGKOK FOR FADPC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFINLA 

SUBJECT: LPDR CHANGES OFEICIAL EXCHANGE RATE FOR DOLLARS 

REF: 77 VIENTIANE 1328 

1 . THE LAO GOVERNMENT, AS OF 0800 MAY 17 (LOCAL TIME), BEGAN 
SELLING KIP AT 396 KIP PER U.S. DOLLAR AND BUYING AT 404 

PER U.S. DOLLAR. ACCORDING TO A LOW LEVEL NATIONAL BANK 
OFFICIAL, THERE WILL BE A SINGLE RATE FOR ALL PERSONS INCLUDING 
LAO, FOREIGN NATIONALS, TOURISTS, BUSINESSMEN, ETC. 

2. THE CHANGE ELIMINATES A SYSTEM WITH THREE DIFFERENT RATES 
(200, 400 AND 500 KIP TO ONE U.S. DOLLAR) ESTABLISHED IN 
SEPTEMBER (REFTEL). 

4. THE FREE MARKET EXCHANGE RATE ON MAY 17 WAS 2,200 KIP. 
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